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South Screens is a new film festival launched by the
Metropolis Cinema Association, celebrating countries
whose films are rarely presented on our screens.

Under the theme of “Shift”, this first edition reflects our
need for new perspectives. Facing dark times, drastic
political changes, extreme violence, impunity, injustice, we
hope to search for answers, outside familiar pathways.

This is not an awards-giving festival. There is no place for
competition. Its only aim is to create spaces to meet and
exchange.

This first edition is an organic extension to existing
programmes such as Ecrans du réel (dedicated to
documentaries) and upcoming ones spread throughout
the year, reflecting the same interest in social causes that
matter to us.

This festival is the result of long discussions and ongoing
collaborations with partner institutions in the Arab world
(Zawya in Egypt and Cinémadart in Tunis) and other
members within the NAAS Network (Cinema Akil in Dubai),
whereas our shared devastating sense of powerlessness
and anger amidst the brutal war in Gaza made us want to
create new spaces for encounters, unite our efforts, break
financial constraints, and open up to regions of the world
that appear warmer and more humane. Together, we built
the “Solidarity Screens” project.

We're also glad to initiate with this festival a new
partnership with the Collective of Cinema Professions,
which will offer a continuous programme of films that
affirm our geographical, cultural, intellectual and emotional
affiliation to the countries of the Global South. We hope
that through our programming, a small gateway to its
great cinematic heritage will slowly be carved.

South Screens extends from the Arab world to Asia,
Africa and Latin America, in a cinematic journey where
stories meet and destinies intertwine.
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Colorized still from Lotfi Achour’s RED PATH




Banel and Adama are fiercely in love. The young married
couple lives in a remote village in northern Senegal. For
them, nothing else exists. Yet their perfect everlasting
love is on a collision course with their community’s
customs. Because in this world, there is no room for
passion, let alone chaos.
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Alile Onawale - Courtesy of Sony Pictures Classics

BRAZIL, 1971 - Brazil faces the tightening grip of a
military dictatorship. Eunice Paiva, a mother of five
children is forced to reinvent herself after her family
suffers a violent and arbitrary act by the government.
The film is based on Marcelo Rubens Paiva's
biographical book and tells the true story that helped
reconstruct an important part of Brazil's hidden history.
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With: Fernanda Torres, Selton Mello, Fernanda Montenegro With: Khady Mane, Mamadou Diallo, Binta Racine Sy, Moussa Sow
2024 / 137 min / Brazil, France ( 2023 / 87 min / Senegal, France, Mali

Best International Feature Film - Academy Awards 2025 IGR Official Competition - Festival de Cannes 2023 / Official Selection
In Portuguese with English subtitles peiiuto Gumaraes fosa - BFI London Film Festival 2023 / Best Directing Prize - Marrakech

International Film Festival 2023
In Pulaar with English subtitles



Green Line uses miniature sets of Beirut and figurines
to reconstruct Fida's turbulent upbringing during the
Lebanese Civil War, which took place between 1975 and
1990. With the help of these models, Fida confronts the
ex-militiamen who operated during her 1980s childhood
in West Beirut—the same militiamen who claimed to
protect her but who actually frightened her so much.

dalell dp0n o Juilaig aigpu ilal 8)0n0 ilai aliall axdiug
0 dacluaig duilidll ado Il apall Jua daphiAall elaé 8l eliy
Jia aginoli (Al ranbudl luiulall Jloy clad aalgi giladll
gl gl liulrall Jlay :agry que 6 aliiiladll Jua lgilgab
lgigucy Igils aauenll 4 lgigany Igils agil

With: Fida Bizri

2024 / 150 min / France, Qatar, Lebanon

MUBI Award for a Promising Debut Feature

Cinema & Gioventu First Prize - Locarno Film Festival 2024

In Arabic, French with English subtitles

Amidst the lunch rush of a frantic Manhattan restaurant,
a series of events threaten to bring the kitchen to a
crashing halt. While food orders flood in and pressure
mounts to boiling point, the passionate relationship
between chef Pedro and waitress Julia is starting to
fray. But when missing money and shocking revelations
cause things to spiral out of control, it's not long before
one of New York’s busiest kitchens is on the verge of
imploding.
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With: Raul Briones, Rooney Mara, Anna Diaz, Laura Gomez
2024 / 139 min / Mexico, USA

Prix Barriere du 50éme - Deauville Film Festival 2024
Best Screenplay - Stockholm Film Festival 2024
Nominated for Golden Berlin Bear - Berlinale 2024

In Spanish, English with Arabic and English subtitles



Bahaa, a lovesick physician and his old friend Mahdy
try to escape the ghosts of their past, running from
one abandoned house to another as they are chased
relentlessly by shadows.
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With: Alaa En Din Hamada, Mahdy Abo Bahat, Abdo Zin El Din,
Hatem Emam Moustafa

2024 / 111 min / Egypt, France, Tunisia

In Arabic with English subtitles

A multi-layered portrait of the turbulent and pivotal
years that Lebanon has been living, since the big
collapse of October 2019 and the Beirut Port explosion
in August 2020, through four stories mixing drama and
dark comedy. Disorder presents four different points
of view on the upheaval that abruptly changed the lives
of the Lebanese. Four directors contribute to depicting
an uncompromising big picture of a country trapped in
total chaos.
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2024 / 92 min / Lebanon
Cinema for Humanity Audience Award - El Gouna Film Festival 2024
In Arabic with English subtitles



Ever since being startled by a loud ‘bang’ at daybreak,
Jessica is unable to sleep. In Bogota to visit her sister,
she befriends Agnes, an archaeologist studying human
remains discovered within a tunnel under construction.
Jessica travels to see Agnes at the excavation site. In a
small town nearby, she encounters a fish scaler, Hernan.
They share memories by the river. As the day comes to
a close, Jessica is awakened to a sense of clarity.
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With: Tilda Swinton, Elkin Diaz, Jeanne Balibar, Juan Pablo Urrego,

Daniel Giménez Cacho

2021 / 136 min / Colombia, Thailand, UK, Mexico, France, Germany, Qatar
Jury Prize - Festival de Cannes 2021

Special Mention - Ghent International Film Festival 2021

In Spanish, English with English subtitles

Wracked by guilt after covering up a murder, Mona, a
northern Sudanese retired singer in a tense marriage,
tries to make amends by taking in the deceased’s

southern Sudanese widow, Julia, and her son, Daniel.
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With: Eiman Yousif, Siran Riak, Nazar Gomaa, Ger Duany

2023 / 120 min / Sudan, Egypt, Germany, France, Saudi Arabia, Sweden
Un Certain Regard Freedom Prize - Festival de Cannes 2023

Audience Choice Award - Singapore International Film Festival 2023
Cinema for Humanity Prize - El Gouna Film Festival 2023

In Arabic with English subtitles



In a windy Somali village, a newly assembled family
must navigate between their different aspirations and
the complex world surrounding them. Love, trust and
resilience will power them through their life paths.
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With: Ahmed Ali Farah, Anab Ahmed lbrahim, Ahmed Mohamud Saleban
2024 / 132 min / Austria, France, Germany, Somalia

Honorable Mention for the CineCoPro Award - Filmfest Minchen 2024
Golden Hugo - Chicago International Film Festival 2024

Vienna Film Award for Best Austrian Film - Viennale 2024

In Somali with English subtitles

On a handmade set recreating her Casablanca
neighborhood, young Moroccan filmmaker Asmae El
Moudir enlists family and friends to help solve the
troubling mysteries of her childhood. There, she starts
to unravel the layers of deception and intentional
forgetting that have shaped her life.
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20283 / 97 min / Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Egypt

Un Certain Regard for Best Director & LCEil d'or - Festival de Cannes
Audience Award - DOK Leipzig / Etoile d'Or - Marrakech International
Film Festival / Best Film - Sydney Film Festival / Cinematography Award
- DOC NYC

In Arabic with English subtitles



In Tehran, the exemplary family of an investigating judge
is tested by the dramatic events following a young
woman'’s death in police custody.
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With: Misagh Zare, Soheila Golestani, Mahsa Rostami, Setareh Maleki
2024 / 166 min / Iran, Germany, France

Special Award, FIPRESCI Prize, Prize of the Ecumenical Jury, Frangois
Chalais Prize, Prix des Cinémas Art et Essai - Festival de Cannes

In Persian with English subtitles

Mghila Mountain, Tunisia, November 2015. When a
jihadist group attacks two very young shepherds,
14-year-old Ashraf is forced to take a macabre
message back to his family. Traumatized and trying
not to lose his mind, Ashraf finds himself confronted
with the powerlessness of his elders, abandoned by
the authorities. Inspired by true events, Red Path is a
dreamlike plunge into the wounded psyche of a child
and his incredible ability to overcome trauma.
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With: Ali Helali, Yassine Samouni, Wided Dabebi, Jemii Lamari

2024 / 97 min / Tunisia, France, Belgium, Poland, Saudi Arabia, Qatar
Filmmakers of the Present (Cineasti del Presente) - Locarno Film
Festival Audience Award (Vanguard program) - Vancouver International
Film Festival / Golden Yusr, Best Film & Director - Red Sea Film Festival
In Arabic with English subtitles



With the Cold War about to break out in Afghanistan,
young, lifelong friends Suraya and Sima must question
their life choices and moral principles when they get
involved in opposite sides of the conflict.
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With: Nelofer Pazira, Mozhdah Jamalzadah, Leena Alam

2024 / 98 min / The Netherlands, Spain, France, Taiwan, Afghanistan
World Premiere - Tokyo International Film Festival 2024

In Farsi Dari with English subtitles

Nader, a new school teacher and an artist in secret,
arrives at the village and meets Norah, a young woman
who ignites the creativity inside him and inspires him
to paint again. At great risk, they develop a delicate
connection and a quiet bond. Nader enlightens Norah
on the wider world outside of her tiny community and
she realises she must leave, to find a place where she
can be free to express her artistic self.
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With: Yagoub Alfarhan, Maria Bahrawi, Abdullah Alsadhan
20283 / 95 min / Saudi Arabia

Special Mention, Un Certain Regard - Festival de Cannes 2024
Best Saudi Film, Film AlUla Award - Red Sea Film Festival 2023
In Arabic with English subtitles



Aden, Yemen. Israa and Ahmed put all their efforts
offering a normal life and education to their three young
children. When they find out that Isra’a is pregnant
again, they have to make difficult decisions guided only
by their family’s interest.
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With: Khaled Hamdan, Abeer Mohammed, Samah Alamrani,

Awsam Abdulrahman / 2023 / 91 min / Yemen, Sudan, Saudi Arabia
Amnesty International Film Award, 2" Place in Panorama Audience Award
- Berlinale 2023 / Jury Prizes, Best Director & Best Screenplay - Valencia
International Film Festival 2023

In Arabic with English subtitles

In the oceanside village of lyi, the revered Mama Efe
acts as an intermediary between the people and the
all-powerful water deity Mami Wata. But when a young
boy is lost to a virus, Efe’'s devoted daughter Zinwe and
skeptical protégée Prisca warn Efe about unrest among
the villagers. With the sudden arrival of a mysterious
rebel deserter named Jasper, a conflict erupts, leading
to a violent clash of ideologies and a crisis of faith for
the people of lyi.
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With: Evelyne lly Juhen, Uzoamaka Aniunoh, Emeka Amakeze,

Rita Edochie, Kelechi Udegbe

2023 / 107 min / Nigeria

Best Cinematography - Dublin International Film Festival 2024
Special Jury Prize in Cinematography - Sundance Film Festival 2023
In West African Pidgin with English subtitles



Democratic Kampuchea (Cambodia) - 1978. Three
French journalists are invited by the Khmer Rouge to
conduct an exclusive interview of the regime’s leader,
Pol Pot. The country seems ideal. But behind the
Potemkin village, the Khmer Rouge regime is declining
and the war with Vietnam threatens to invade the
country. Under the eyes of the journalists, the beautiful
picture cracks, revealing the horror.
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With: Irene Jacob, Grégoire Colin, Cyril Guei, Bunhok Lim, Somaline Mao
2024 / 112 min / France, Cambodia, Taiwan, Qatar, Turkey

Cannes Premiere Selection - Festival de Cannes 2024

Icons Selection - Busan International Film Festival 2024

Special Jury Award - Lisbon Film Festival 2024

In French, Cambodian with English subtitles

After the sudden death of her husband, Nawal has to
fight for her part of inheritance in order to save her
daughter and home in a society where having a son
would be a game changer.

lgliiag lgiul Alail 8jnicre lgwai Jigi aai.aialeall lgag) 8lag ey
553 Jah lginl ysi al 18] aijlgi pol gaine (ro

With: Muna Hawa, Haitham Omari, Yumna Marwan, Salwa Nakkara
20283 / 118 min / Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, France, Qatar

Gan Foundation Award and the Rail d'Or Award for Best Feature Film -
Semaine de la Critique, Festival de Cannes 2023

In Arabic with English subtitles



In Mumbai, Nurse Prabha’s routine is troubled when
she receives an unexpected gift from her estranged
husband. Her younger roommate, Anu, tries in vain to
find a spot in the city to be intimate with her boyfriend.
A trip to a beach town allows them to find a space for
their desires to manifest.
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With: Kani Kusruti, Divya Prabha, Chhaya Kadam, Hridhu Haroon
2024 / 115 min / India, France, Netherlands, Luxembourg
Grand Prix - Festival de Cannes 2024

Best Feature Film - Durban International Film Festival 2024

In Malayalam, Hindi with Arabic and English subtitles

Chatila and Reda are saving to pay for fake passports
to get out of Athens. But when Reda loses their hard-
earned cash to his dangerous drug addiction, Chatila
hatches an extreme plan, which involves them posing as
smugglers and taking hostages in an effort to get him
and his best friend out of their hopeless environment
before it is too late.
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With: Mahmood Bakri, Aram Sabbah, Angeliki Papoulia, Mohammad
Alsurafa / 2024 / 105 min / United Kingdom, Palestine, France, Greece,
Netherlands, Germany, Qatar, Saudi Arabia

Silver Yusr for Best Feature and Yusr for Best Actor - Red Sea
International Film Festival 2024 / CineCoPro Award - Filmfest MUnchen
In Arabic, Greek, English with English subtitles



A

A Senegalese woman is eager to find a better life
abroad. She takes a job as a governess for a French
family, but finds her duties reduced to those of a maid
after the family moves to the south of France. In her
new country, she is constantly made aware of her race
and mistreated by her employers.

alile sl aupo Jooi gylall La Jadl oba Jl ddleiw 8ol Ggii
doalas Jaell e paisilgolgo G ¢ljai lo gleyw Eg.iin_c' Aguliya
Anall aldl 3o a Lwipa gin Jl dilell cilaiil g aer haa
lgaye loysaig diw dloleo Igleleialile gal Jaell go lopuno
Balgo 1 lgiilseg

Restored by Cineteca di Bologna / Limmagine Ritrovata laboratory, in association with
the Sembene Estate, Institut National de 'Audiovisuel, INA, Eclair laboratories and the
Centre National de Cinématographie. Restoration funded by The Film Foundation's World
Cinema Project.

CLASSICS - RESTORED COPY

With: Mbissine Thérese Diop, Anne-Marie Jelinek, Robert Fontaine
1966 / 65 min / Senegal

Tanit d'Or - Carthage Film Festival 1966

Prix Jean Vigo 1966 E CINETECA L D UNDATEN

In French with English subtitles

BOLOGNA \WORLD CINEMA PROJECT

33 years ago, Omar Amiralay was calling for the modern
-ization of his country, Syria, to the point of devoting his
first film to glorifying a dam on the Euphrates, built by
the Baath Party. The film deals with the implications of
the Baath Party’s policies in Syria, and the devastating
effects on the small village of Al-Mashi.
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CLASSICS
2003 / 48 min / Syria, France
In Arabic with French subtitles



Thu 10 April 19:30
Sun 20 April 17:30

I’'M STILL HERE (AINDA ESTOU AQUI)

WALTER SALLES
2024, Brazil/France (137 min)

Fri 11 April 18:00

BANEL & ADAMA
RAMATA-TOULAYE SY

2023, Senegal/France/Mali (87 min)

Fri 11 April 19:30
Sat 19 April 16:30

GREEN LINE
SYLVIE BALLYOT

2024, France/Lebanon/Qatar (150 min)
In the presence of the filmmaker

Fri 11 April 20:30

LA COCINA
ALONSO RUIZPALACIOS

2024, Mexico/USA (139 min)

Sat 12 April 18:00

glisilu [Bass
PERFUMED WITH MINT
MUHAMMED HAMDY

2024, Egypt/France/Tunisia (111 min)

Sat 12 April 20:30
Fri 18 April 18:00
I“ S

DISORDER
LUCIEN BOURJEILY, WISSAM CHARAF,
BANE FAKIH, AREEJ MAHMOUD

2024, Lebanon (92 min)
In the presence of the filmmakers

Sun 13 April 17:30

MEMORIA
APICHATPONG WEERASETHAKUL

2021, Colombia/Thailand/UK/Mexico/France
Germany/Qatar (136 min)

Sun 13 April 18:00

We= Lelag

GOODBYE JULIA
MOHAMED KORDOFANI

2023, Sudan/Egypt/Germany/France
Saudi Arabia/Sweden (120 min)

Sun 13 April 20:00
dizell wy8 dy)9

THE VILLAGE NEXT TO PARADISE

MO HARAWE
2024, Austria/France/Germany/Somalia (132 min)

Mon 14 April 18:00

vl wds
THE MOTHER OF ALL LIES
ASMAE EL MOUDIR

20283, Morocco/Egypt/Saudi Arabia/Qatar (96 min)

Mon 14 April 20:00
Sun 20 April 20:00

THE SEED OF THE SACRED FIG
MOHAMMAD RASOULOF

2024, Iran/Germany/France (166 min)

Mon 14 April 21:00

§v-C 1 F31VEYS
RED PATH
LOTFI ACHOUR

2024, Tunisia/France/Belgium/Poland
Saudi Arabia/Qatar (97 min)

Tue 15 April 18:00

SIMA’S SONG
ROYA SADAT

2024, Netherlands/Spain/France
Taiwan/Afghanistan (98 min)

Tue 15 April 20:00

BLACK GIRL (LA NOIRE DE...)
OUSMANE SEMBENE

1966, Senegal (65 min) « Restored Copy

Tue 15 April 21:30
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NORAH

TAWFIK ALZAIDI

2023, Saudi Arabia (95 min)

Wed 16 April 19:00

Ooadall

THE BURDENED

AMR GAMAL

2023, Yemen/Sudan/Saudi Arabia (91 min)

Wed 16 April 21:00

MAMI WATA
CJ 'FIERY' OBASI

2023, Nigeria/France/UK (107 min)

Thu 17 April 18:00

MEETING WITH POL POT
RITHY PANH

2024, France/Cambodia/Taiwan
Qatar/Turkey (112 min)

Thu 17 April 20:30

g alll clis gl
INSHALLAH A BOY
AMJIAD AL-RASHEED

2028, Jordan/Saudi Arabia
Egypt/France/Qatar (113 min)

Fri 18 April 19:30

ALL WE IMAGINE AS LIGHT
PAYAL KAPADIA

2024, India/France/Netherlands
Luxembourg (118 min)

Fri 18 April 21:45

uleghll

A FLOOD IN BAATH COUNTRY
OMAR AMIRALAY

2003, Syria/France (48 min)

Sat 19 April 19:30

Joe=o plle
TO ALAND UNKNOWN
MAHDI FLEIFEL

2024, UK/Palestine/France/Greece/Netherlands
Germany/Qatar/Saudi Arabia (105 min)



ABOUT

The Beirut — Locarno Industry Academy is an initiative
organized by the Metropolis Cinema Association in
collaboration with the Locarno Film Festival. This workshop
aims at helping young industry professionals in sales,
marketing, online and traditional distribution, exhibition
and programming, to understand the challenges of the
independent movie industry within the Arab world, and
the International scene.

The Industry Academy, launched for the first time at

the Locarno Festival in 2014, is a program for young
professionals working in the fields of international sales,
marketing, distribution, exhibition and programming
(festival, cine-club, museum, cinematheque). It has been
created in order to help them to position themselves in
the industry, and also to allow them to directly interact
with regional and international industry professionals and
key players. The Industry Academy acts as a shortcut for
a new generation of professionals entering the
independent film industry, encouraging their progress,
helping them to get a better understanding of the
Industry’s challenges and broaden their network of
contacts. The program has now expanded internationally
under the name of Locarno Industry Academies with the
following partners Morelia IFF and IMCINE (Mexico), Cinema
do Brasil (Brazil), Australab (Chile), The Film Society of
Lincoln Center (USA), Thessaloniki IFF (Greece). The aim
of the Locarno Industry Academy is also at building
bridges across different markets in Europe, North and
Latin America, and now Middle-East and Maghreb, and
encouraging the mobility of young professionals.

The sixth edition of the Beirut — Locarno Industry
Academy, taking place from April 10 to 12 2025, will offer
17 participants from Egypt, Lebanon, Tunisia and Morocco
the chance to meet with 11 international guest-speakers
and tutors.




OMAR EL KADI (MC DISTRIBUTION)

BUTHEINA KAZIM (CINEMA AKIL) & YOUSSEF SHAZLI (ZAWYA CINEMA)
& HANIA MROUE (METROPOLIS CINEMA) - MODERATOR: BADIH MASSAAD

NASHAAT EL JOURDI - MODERATOR: BADIH MASSAAD

MYRIAM SASSINE (NIGHT OWLS, FULL CIRCLE LAB
NOUVELLE-AQUITAINE HESSEN)

LEA TRIBOULET - MODERATOR: NISRINE WEHBE

SARAH HINDI (MC / CINEWAVES) & GIANLUCA CHAKRA
(FRONT ROW) & AHMED SOBKY (FILM CLINIC)
MODERATOR: BADIH MASSAAD

FARAH FAYED (AFLAMUNA)

RABIH EL KHOURY

MANEL SOUISSI (FTTC) & JAD ABI KHALIL (AFLAMUNRA)

ALEXIS HOFMANN (BAC FILMS)
MODERATOR: MYRIAM SASSINE



LEBANON

Director
Aflamuna

UAE

Founder & CEO
Front Row Filmed Entertainment

FRANCE / LEBANON

Distributor & Producer
Easy Riders Films / MC Distribution

GERMANY / LEBANON

Programmer & Advisor for the
Selection of the Official Program
Berlinale

LEBANON

Director of Programs
Aflamuna

LEBANON

Distributor
Cinewaves

FRANCE

Head of Acquisitions
BAC FILMS

UAE / LEBANON

& influencer manager
Sony Pictures MENA

Digital marketing, publicity,



UAE EGYPT

Founder & Director
Cinema Akil arthouse cinema

Senior Distribution Manager
Film Clinic Indie Distribution

LEBANON TUNISIA

Founder & Director
Metropolis Cinema & MC Distribution

Former President, Federation of
Cine-Clubs (FTCC) in Tunisia & Founder,
Regards de Femmes Festival

LEBANON

Producer, Night Owls & Head, Full
Circle Lab Nouvelle-Aquitaine Hessen

FRANCE

Acquisition & Short Film Distribution
Salaud Morisset

EGYPT

Co-founder & Director
Zawya Cinema & Distribution
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LEBANON

LEBANON LEBANON
LEBANON MOROCCO
LEBANON TUNISIA
LEBANON TUNISIA










