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It's the twentieth edition of DOC Screens —
Ecrans du réel.

What started as an initiative from the Institut
francgais du Liban in partnership with the

Metropolis Association to diffuse and promote

French documentary films, grew to include

Lebanese co-productions, then developed into

becoming Beirut Documentary Encounters,
showcasing documentaries from around the
globe.

Over two decades, the festival has become
more than a platform to screen films. It has
become a regular rendez-vous between
audiences and filmmakers from Beirut and
across the Arab world, where experiences
converge into lasting discussions.

After a postponed edition that ran at the
beginning of the year at Metropolis Cinema,
the festival returns with a new edition in
less than nine months. A new promising

edition that vows to deliver new experiences,

inquiries, documentations, narratives, and
filmmakers observing the world around them
and capturing it through their lenses, amidst
a world still undergoing pivotal historical
moments.

We invite you to join us as we confront subjects

and questions that concern us today.
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© Marie Valentine Regan

Adnan being and time

Uleyy gilla g)lo
Marie Valentine Regan

An expressionistic portrait of the great Etel Adnan,
immersed in her art and the world. Working without
ego Adnan asks: what does it mean to be alive,

to live through catastrophe, to experience time?
Alive with attention, the film is close to Adnan,
transforming from a visit to a landscape film, to an
exploration of perception.
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2025 /70 min / France, USA
In English with French subtitles

Half Moon

o clilpa
Frank Scheffer

The eruption of war in Syria made it impossible
for Syrian composer/clarinettist Kinan Azmeh to
return, sparking his introspective journey into the
power of art during times of conflict. He delves
into his roots, personal stories, reshaping the
narrative of contemporary Syria through music.
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2025 / 92 min / Netherlands
In Arabic and English with English subtitles

Festivals & Awards
2025, International Film Festival Rotterdam
Official Selection



Mes fantdmes armeéniens
My Armenian Phantoms

Oliluiw [jlai
Tamara Stepanyan

In My Armenian Phantoms, filmmaker Tamara
Stepanyan embarks on an evocative journey
through the forgotten world of Armenian cinema.
Sparked by a dialogue with her father, renowned
Armenian actor Vigen Stepanyan, this captivating
documentary brings to life the vibrant and often
overlooked history interwoven with personal loss.
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2025/ 75 min / France, Armenia, Qatar
In Armenian with English Subtitles

Festivals & Awards
2025, Berlin International Film Festival
Official Selection: Forum
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mcdistribution

Sonia Ben Slama

Fatma and her two daughters, Najeh and Waffeh,
are machtat, wedding musicians in Mahdia, a small
city in Tunisia. The sisters follow opposite paths:
while Najeh, divorced, tries to remarry to escape
the authority of her brothers, Waffeh wishes to
divorce her violent husband. And Fatma navigates
between the two, praying that things will go better
one day.
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With: Fatma Khayat, Najeh Ghared, Waffeh Ghared
2023 / 82 min / Tunisia, Lebanon, France, Qatar
In Arabic with English subtitles



A Frown Gone Mad

Jlawo poc
Omar Mismar

In an underground beauty salon in Beirut,
clients flood in to get their faces done and their
expressions paralyzed. Meanwhile, war is at the
door.

Jreadl yibjll gjgr agpy 8 Lléw Jreai gglo a
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2024 /71 min / Lebanon
In Arabic with English subtitles

Festivals & Awards

2025, Sheffield Doc Fest — Official Selection

2025, Sydney Film Festival — Official Selection

2025, Amman International Film Festival - Official Selection
2024, IDFA - Outstanding Artistic Contribution Award
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Lasull yiuc Canq)
The Brink of Dreams

yolll yodig ualyy A
Nada Riyadh & Ayman Al Amir

In a remote village in southern Egypt, a group of
girls rebel by forming an all-female street theater
troupe. They dream of becoming actresses,
dancers and singers, challenging their families and
villagers with their unexpected performances. Shot
over four years, The Brink of Dreams follows them
from childhood to womanhood, facing the most
crucial choices of their lives.
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2024 /102 min / Egypt, France, Denmark, Qatar, Saudi Arabia
In Arabic with English subtitles

Festivals & Awards

2024, Cannes Critics’ Week — CEil d'Or Cannes

Best Documentary

2024, Cannes Film Festival, Winner, Golden Eye Award
2024, Torino Film Festival, Winner — Special Jury Prize,
International Documentary Film



A collective portrait of the young Sudanese
generation fighting for freedom through their
words, poems, chants, and artistic creativity.
Dreaming of a new Sudan led by a democratic and
civilian government, they risk everything in their
impassioned revolution to overthrow the country’s
military regime in the tumultuous years leading up
to the Sudanese Civil War and exile.
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2024 / 78 min / France, Tunisia and Qatar
In Arabic with English subtitles

Festivals & Awards

2025, Special Mention at DOC NYC

2025, DOXA Documentary Film Festival

Winner — Feature Documentary Award

2025, Sheffield Doc Fest - Winner Tim Harrington Award
2025, Toronto International Film Festival, Official Selection
2024, Venice International Film Festival, Official Selection
2024, CPH: DOX

2024, IDFA
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In search of understanding and healing, filmmaker
and activist Bassam Mortada explores his father’s
arrest, imprisonment, and torture in Abo Zaabal 89,
re-constructing and reconsidering the experience
that traumatised and divided his family.
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2024 / 83 min / Egypt, Germany
In Arabic with English subtitles

Festivals & Awards

2025, FESPACO — Official Selection

2024, Cairo International Film Festival - Official Selection
2024, IDFA — Luminous



Ulaaill agaua
The Resilience of the Poppy

2gan slo
Mona Hammoud

When everything falls apart, can we still laugh? In
The Resilience of the Poppy, Stephanie Ghalbouni,
Wissam Kamal, Mohamad Baalbaki, John Achkar,
and Chaker Bou Abdalla share how stand-up
comedy serves as a coping mechanism and an act
of resistance amid Lebanon’s chaotic reality.
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2025 / 40 min / Lebanon, France
In Arabic with English Subtitles

Festivals & Awards
2024, Best Documentary Award
Dublin International Comedy Film Festival
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Yalla, Baba!

Angle Obeld

Angie (34) takes her father Mansour (74) on a road
trip from Brussels to Beirut by car in an attempt
to retrace the same path he took 42 years ago.
However, the route is no longer the same, and
neither is their relationship.
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2024 /100 min / Belgium, Lebanon, Netherlands, Qatar
In Arabic and French with English Subtitles

Festivals & Awards

2024, IDFA,The Netherlands

2025, Best Feature Documentary -
International Competition, Beirut International
Women Film Festival, Lebanon



qlgi aga
Jude Chehab

Where do we draw the line between love and
devotion? An intimate and haunting portrayal
of a quest for love and acceptance at any cost,
Q depicts the insidious influence of a secretive
matriarchal religious order in Lebanon on three
generations of women in the Chehab family.
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2023 /93 min / USA, Lebanon
In Arabic with English subtitles

Festivals & Awards

2028, Tribeca Film Festival - Winner,

Albert Maysles Award for Best New Documentary Director
2023, Sheffield Doc Festival — Winner, Grand Jury Award
for Best International First Feature

2023, DokuFest, Special Mention, International Feature Dox
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yo5)Ls 1l
Yalla Parkour

fucj e
Areeb Zuaiter

In her relentless pursuit of a memory that
reinforces her sense of belonging, Areeb crosses
paths with Ahmed, a parkour athlete in Gaza,
sparking a journey where conflicting aspirations
intersect. Nostalgia meets with ambition, and

the weight of a confined past meets with an
unpredictable future.
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2024 / 89 min / Sweden, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Palestine
In Arabic with English subtitles

Festivals & Awards

2024, DOC NYC — Winner, Grand Jury Prize

2025, Berlin International Film Festival

Nominee, Panorama Audience Award

2025, Hong Kong International Film Festival

Winner, Golden Firebird Award

2025, Visions Du Reel — Nominee, Grand Angle Competition



32 Sounds

< plw
Sam Green

This immersive documentary explores sound

and its power to bend time, cross borders, and
profoundly shape our perception of the world
around us. From foley to experimental music to the
natural world, the film is a celebration of sound in
cinema and our everyday lives.
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2022 /98 min / USA
In English

Festivals & Awards

SHORTLISTED — 96 TH Academy Awards®

Documentary Feature Film

2024, winner — Cinema Eye Honors

Outstanding Nonfiction Feature, Outstanding Original Score,
Outstanding Sound Design

2024, winner — Cinema Audio Society Awards, Outstanding
Achievement in Sound Mixing for Motion Picture - Doc
2022, SXSW - Nominated, Festival Favorites
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Life is Beautiful

Mohamed Jabaly

Life is Beautiful tells the story of how director
Mohamed Jabaly fought for his rights as a
Palestinian and a filmmaker, when stranded in
Norway due to circumstances beyond his control.
Through his personal archive and video calls, he
shares his love and longing for his hometown,
friends and family, as he tries to make a new life
for himself in the arctic.

lgaray i :LoJag Jalll dhgm,owkijo.Luu.ll
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2023 / 90 min / Norway, Palestine, Qatar
In Arabic with English subtitles

Festivals & Awards

2023, IDFA, International Competition — Award for the Best
Directing in the International Competition

2024, Opening film, Troms@ International Film Festival
2024, HOT DOCS, Toronto, Canada

© Mohamed Jabaly



Iguw giudala
Shapes of Normal Human Beings
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dalow algag alpe adw
Salim Mrad & Jihad Saadé

Three friends/filmmakers embark on an eight-day
journey across the sprawling web that is Lebanon
today, moving from one scene to another in a

sort of “exquisite corpse” fashion. Their mission:
trying to depict their country in a specific moment
in time. What emerges is the silhouette of a
country struggling with insecurity and violence yet
celebrating love and particularly motherly love.

lgla ygigay pll ayilai paiwi alay a claaal aili glay
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2025 /105 min / Lebanon
In Arabic with English subtitles

Festivals & Awards
2025, International Film Festival Rotterdam — Official Selection
2025, Arab Film Fest — Official Selection
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alui il adula ipSIa
My Memory is Full
of Ghosts

Splgj yudl
Anas Zawahri

Like a visual elegy, the film explores a fragmented
reality in Homs, Syria, suspended between past
and future. Through traces of loss and survival, it
reveals a haunting portrait of a city and its people
marked by war, memory, and the search for normal
life.

waan a iAo 196lg aliall caisSiuy dipay ddipes
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2024 / 74 min / Syria
In Arabic with English subtitles

Festivals & Awards

2024, Visions Du Reel - Special Mention: International
Feature Film Competition

2024, El Gouna Film Festival 2024



Enad, a 60-year-old Syrian refugee in Lebanon,
defies fate by searching for land to bury his people
in the Bekaa. With him is Sobhie, a Lebanese
sheikh's daughter, who once opened her son’s
grave to bury a Syrian child. As Enad honors the
dead, his children risk their lives trying to escape
by sea.

Ailoy gl S uiues ojac (o Jrdud| o9 SIgw 2l alic
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2024 / 60 min / Lebanon
In Arabic with English Subtitles
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A journey through Beirut suburbs and Mount
Lebanon, the film explores the mechanisms behind
curfews imposed on Syrian and foreign workers
by encountering local residents, migrant workers
or vigilante guys. It dives into the atmosphere that
leads to the violence of such invisible procedures.

Ll Jgai glo yaya al FIP Alog gl clail gron 4
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2025 /120 min / Lebanon
In Arabic with English Subtitles



© Harry Pot, Nederlands Nationaal Archief

Soundtrack to a Coup d'Etat

ipigaun Ylogs
Johan Grimonprez

Jazz and decolonization intertwine in this historical
journey, reexamining the Cold War moment when
musicians Abbey Lincoln and Max Roach disrupted
the UN Security Council to protest the murder of
Congolese leader Patrice Lumumba.

o alhilig jlall Lawwga gajle aniay 19 blui/ulxa
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2024 /150 min / Belgium, France, Netherlands
In English

Festivals & Awards
2024, Sundance International Film Festival, World Cinema
Documentary Special Jury Award for Cinematic Innovation
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auall a8 dbuen
A Drone Story

Lwlio ljgl
Laura Menassa

Beirut, November 2024.

The weight of silence gives way to a constant
buzzing within the city’s noise, growing until it
becomes unbearable. Through fragments of daily
life, the film unfolds as a quiet dialogue with an
unseen force that haunts the everyday.

r-re il gupdd aagpu 3
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6Ll o cilal JUa (o Gl 1 aval Lo lejw aiall
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2025 /10 min 18' / Lebanon
No Dialogue with English Subtitles



daluilusall yaydll
Radius Catastrophe

@uwagi Al
Jad Youssef

An alien agent investigating a murder on Lebanon’s
Northside uncovers layers of ecological collapse,
industrial decay, and systemic neglect. The crime
inquiry transforms into a portrait of a landscape
shaped by slow violence and precarity.

Slleaddl Jaludl Lle Jid doyp o ilAd Jrac Gén)
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2024 /39 min 39" / Lebanon
No Dialogue with English & Arabic subtitles

Festivals & Awards
2025, Images Festival, Canada
2025, BFI London Film Festival, UK
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<ljladl
météores...

21ball éale
Ghada Sayegh

meétéeores... is a silent found footage film composed
of images drawn from the Katsakh Mediterranean
Archive — a collection of non-fiction Super 8mm
and 16mm films capturing cities and villages of

the Eastern Mediterranean from the 1930s to the
1980s, initiated in 2020 by Chantal Partamian.
Between images and words unfolds a poetic
exchange that traces the paths of exile, imprinting
the landscapes — here and elsewhere — with a
history steeped in memory and mourning.

capiyl (o 63galo jgia (o gdsis crola alia go “ejlill
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2025 / 9 min 06’ / Lebanon
No Dialogue with English & French Subtitles



08
Mother, Where Are You?

Robert Minassian

Returning home, a young woman finds a strange
man waiting, sparking a silent dialogue that

delves into the forgotten horrors of the Armenian
Genocide through the haunting testimony of an old
woman who lived it.

Loo loylatil e ligge Tlay dlis 327 Jiall Ll lgisge sic

oyill dsclaall 6304l caey 6 Uoge liolo ljlga Jeuif
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2025 /10 min 21" / Lebanon
In Armenian with English Subtitles
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f-re-&-&
20240404

3gaa Jlglw by
Soraya Salwan Hammoud

20240404 - A parasitic tracking of how
temporalities, creations, and destructions can
coexist and feed into one another. Multiple
viewports reveal non-linear recordings of different
realms inside a singular porous space.

p3gllg Glallg aiojill ghlails hah Moy - -re-e-€
allgeg sg) Jalati aaliae 3dlgi ne alsbiall Lagiyasig
20lg ygs 4 6xxeio

2024 /12 min 51" / Lebanon
No Dialogue
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They No Longer See the Land,

but Square Meters

L"Jj|g_13 Jlwe
Ghassan Halwani

Based on a research project “Master-Planning
in Lebanon: Manufacturing Landscapes of
Inequality” by Public Works Studio, the film
looks into the inevitable result of policies relying
on commodifying and financializing the land, a
permanent loss on all levels — physical, social,
private, and intimate.

auhAii o bdlgluca lll oliil » ylgic ciai dar e Lo
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drund (o_LLc':li

2021 /17 min 03’ / Lebanon
In Arabic with English Subtitles
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SHORT FILMS PROGRAM

SHEJ Juun §3 Swglg jels glia
Jinane Dagher & Oscar de Gispert

The year is 2024 AD. Beirut is entirely occupied

by the forces of privatized boredom. Well, not
entirely... A few areas of indomitable players still
hold out against the devastation of public space
for leisure. Playtime Karantina is the first episode
of Beirut Belongs to Whom?, a documentary film
series about urban issues in Beirut. A collaboration
between filmmakers and urban researchers, with
the aim of kindling the discussion on our city, and
the claiming of it by all its dwellers.

Sg4 JolS Jsuiug agpy e aphnw (sallio 7€ alc ail
Slal ellis Jljs U .. olS Jsuiy gud Jwa . nrnaell Jlall
foai aagy ygaolia ggpgéd U ggucllg alicil lgia yiney
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asiprall Llasll e dsailig pllal dlulu g «Sral Cigpu
gl 6 cilialg plldl seilo gy gglel aali tigpy
lgilixaig litine Jga ublai aia Jll caagig . iaall

2024 / 26 min 29" / Lebanon
In Arabic with English Subtitles



agagall dauid :agan ap 30
Bourj Hammoud:
The Value of the Existing

Uloolpl yugibg glawlpl ()l
Arine Aprahamian & Panos Aprahamian

Bourj Hammoud: The Value of the Existing is a
documentary tracing a two-year architectural
research project in one of Beirut’'s densest and
most layered neighborhoods, exploring how small,
strategic interventions can improve daily life within
severe economic and spatial constraints

Gy ggpito @uily ,4ilig alld g2 sgagall deud 3gdn ap
aalis aigpy elnl fishaal a (role ga0 e Aol g)looo

druné (_‘).I.Ldi

2025 /17 min 03’ / Lebanon
In Armenian and English with Arabic Subtitles
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SHORT FILMS PROGRAM

Waterhood

Ugce Jugan Jipd
Charbel Samuel Aoun

Waterhood is a silent filmic drift tracing water’s
path through the city’'s broken geographies. As
memory, resistance, and quiet witness, water
becomes a social body—gathering stains, care,
and history—revealing what survives in the cracks
between nature, city, and belonging.

e olrall jlwo giily croba ilaiuw dlpil go “ago Jigg”
elainl auas oluall jghi .diisall ,a dexiniall Lalyoall
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2024 /15 min 44’/ Lebanon
No Dialogue



A day in the life of a Palestinian refugee community
in the abandoned hospital known as the former
Gaza Hospital in Sabra (Beirut, Lebanon) through
the eyes of 11-year-old Arafat.

ga.g.oJlo;.cU,o.w.LuwuaUubm.LauaJJoh:nUa‘ogJ
wlgpe ygue JUa o ellag (olid igry) e 6 1yl
Lolc pirc an1ll SA Jahll

2024 /70 min / ltaly, Lebanon, France, Colombia
In Arabic with English subtitles

Festivals & Awards
2024, Venice Days
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Jamal Hindawi, Palestinian, lives with his family

in the Shatila refugee camp in Beirut, where he
makes political theater. When he starts a journey
to search for an important lost theatre prop,

he witnesses how the successive political and
economic crises have disrupted an entire region
and its people.

J.lJ_uLw(aJ:mUacu.thgouum oithuld . sghio Jlea
iay Loaic L,u.JLJ.uJJI aruall yyjley cunagr o gdall
S 2gily 639840 dago & oles ge caylldl
ashio e aidleiall danbaiallg awlull clojdl e
lgioig lglasty

2024 / 71 min / Netherlands, Belgium, France, Lebanon
In Arabic with English subtitles

Festivals & Awards
2024, Ghent IFF
2024, IDFA



Comme Une Spirale

Like A Spiral

ulpidl clial
Lamia Chraibi

Like a Spiral is a dialogue between Beirut and

five women, migrant domestic workers, under the
Kafala system. Expressing their belonging to a
society in collapse, the women's voices rise through
the film's grainy images to denounce their stolen
freedom with an inalienable thirst for existence.
Their memories dance in the rhythm of oppression.
Caught within life’s spiral, they lift themselves up to
not sink into oblivion.

allole ebui guang aigry Ju Jlga g «igjlar Jio
allesll alhi cni (uie cilpalgo

2024 / 28 min / Canada, Lebanon
In French, English & Arabic with English Subtitles

INSTITUT FRANCAIS SCREENINGS

el ageall yagyc

ol Jrauw aulg
Walid Chmait, une vie
au coeur du cinéma

Salim Saab

Salim Saab pays tribute to his father, Walid Chmait
Saab, known as Walid Chmait, a key figure in
Lebanese cinema, who passed away in 2024. The
film retraces his career as a journalist, TV Host and
actor.

wen hioi alg.oallg agyl ani pié) wen adw
Laipull 4 8j)l dpnub gng dnradd alg awly cagieall
dijue aliall Gigs (upiieg aeig grall ple agi dlisll
Jlaog igijali padeg eans

2024 / 52 min / Lebanon
In Arabic with French Subtitles



glaadl aslw
The Creative Space

Uguuiinp lug s Sjo)
Ramzi Hibri & Pia Bryntesson

An intimate look into Creative Space Beirut,

a tuition-free fashion school empowering
marginalized youth in Lebanon to become prolific
members of the design industry. Set against the
aftermath of the 2020 Beirut port explosion and
amidst ongoing social and economic turmoil, the
film follows students, alumni, and founders as they
forge creative paths and flourish despite all odds.

29 «The Creative Space Beirut» | daLon épi
ol L8 uiagall aluidl ySai &ilao cbjl arani dwpro
ailaal Jllgii aranill Jho a6 (aiie cbacl lgauny
huwgg [ ale aigy Lapo jlaail aey o aals Ll aliall
21l ¢un bSpaluwall dnbaiallg dclaindl alipjAlll
Alilue Ygiuiy apg Juuwdallg grupllg withll alall
lenll Js acj ygpajig ducls]

2025 / 25 min / Lebanon
In Arabic and English with English subtitles

The film will be followed by a live discussion involving teachers,
students, and alumni from CSB, as well as other special guests.

aalipdl

Program



09,09,2025

19:30 ¢

Adnan being and time
1h10)

Marie Valentine Regan

10/09,2025

19:.00 ¥

Half Moon
(1h32)
Frank Scheffer

21:.00

My Armenian Phantoms

(1h15)
Tamara Stepanyan

11/09,2025

19:00 ¥
alhuile
Machtat

(1h22)
Sonia Ben Slama

21:00 ¥
gualall La aiia
A Frown Gone Mad

h11)
Omar Mismar

12,09,2025

19:00 ¥

L U Lixe i)

The Brink of Dreams
1h42)

Nada Riyadh & Ayman EI Amir

21:30 ¢
Gl b ylagaw
Sudan, Remember Us

1h18)
Hind Meddeb

13/09,2025

18:00

A9 Jusj gii

Abo Zaabal 89

1h23,

Bassam Mortada

20:00

Ule=ill agaua

The Resilience of the Poppy
(40 min)

Mona Hammoud

21154

1 6puaill adadll
Programme Shorts 1"
(1h29)

14,09,2025

18:00 ¥

by iy

Yalla, Baba!
(1h40,)

Angie Obeid
20:30 ¥

Q¢

1h33)

Jude Chehab

15/09,2025

18:00 ¥

J95)b ly

Yalla Parkour

(1h29)

Areeb Zuaiter

20:00 ¥ Institut frangais
A Man Fell

1h10)

Giovanni C. Lorusso

21:30 v

f puasll adaill
Programme Shorts 2 2
(1h29,

16,09,2025

18:00 ¢

32 Sounds
(1h38)

Sam Green

20:00 { Institut frangais
The Jacket

Aah11)

Mathijs Poppe

21:30 L

8gla slLuall

Life is Beautiful
(1h30,

Mohamed Jabaly

17,09,2025

18:00 { Institut francais
Comme une spirale
(28 min)

Lamia Chraibi

19:00 V Institut francais
Lol wlé a8 8Lia Jasadds adlg
Walid Chmait, une vie
au coeur du cinema
(52 min)

Salim Saab

21:00 ¥

Igaw giuiala

Shapes of Normal
Human Beings

(1h45)

Salim Mrad & Jihad Saadé

18,09,2025

18:00 ¥
alubill aisla sl

My Memory is Full of Ghosts

1h14)
Anas Zawahri

19:30 &

agei wilji §f Gl
Until We Rest

dh)

Ghina Abboud

2115 ¢

Gag O Jo
Lebanon by Night

2h)
Walid Abdelnour

19/09/2025

18:00 ¢

glaadl aalw

The Creative Space

(24 min)

Ramzi Hibri and Pia Bryntesson
- Followed by a discussion
20:00 v

Soundtrack to a Coup d’Etat

(2h30)
Johan Grimonprez

Tickets sold at
Metropolis Cinema
and Antoine Ticketing
at the unique price

of 400.000 LBP.

L]
AntoineTicketing
Please note that late entry
(after 10 minutes) is not
permitted at the cinema.

*

A Drone Story (Laura Menassa)
Radius Catastrophe (Jad Youssef)
météores... (Ghada Sayegh)
Waterhood (Charbel Samuel Aoun)
20240404 (Soraya Hammoud)
Mother, Where Are You? (Robert
Minassian)

*2

They No Longer See the Land, but
Square Meters (Ghassan Halawani)
Playtime Karantina (Jinane Dagher
& Oscar de Gispert)

Bourj Hammoud: The Value of the
Existing (Arine Aprahamian & Panos
Aprahamian)



BEIRUT DOCUMENTARY ENCOUNTERS TICKETING VIA

LES RENCONTRES DOCUMENTAIRES A.
DE BEYROUTH _,ailigll aliall cigpy elal B



