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“We are condemned to hope...” These words, delivered
by Syrian playwright Saadallah Wannous, on the occasion
of the 1996 World Theater Day, were never meant as a
comfort; they were an inevitable testament.

To hope has become arduous labor. Over the past three
years, our region has navigated a state of constant
turmoil. In this climate, organizing a festival that insists on
‘looking afar’ toward the geographies of the Global South
serves as a prelude to a vivid imagination. Rather than
curating “themes” we are searching for means to converse
with one another. We seek a dialogue that sparks from the
friction of our disagreements, recognizing our intertwining
destinies while upholding the weight of our differences.

We open this second edition of the “South Screens”
festival with a heavy heart, but when has it been
otherwise? Urgency, precarity, and uncertainty remain our
ongoing conditions. What troubles us most today are the
stakes of silence.

In a world where isolation is weaponized to make us feel
small and powerless, this festival persists to restore a
collective gaze; a risk born of our refusal to be reduced
solely to what is inflicted upon us. We are capable of
creating meaning, and being a society at war has not
deterred us from taking this risk. Just as Wannous chose
to dream of theater amidst his illness, we choose, as we
look in the folds of the global south, to remain committed
to cinema amidst war.

daxopdl Guja
Programming Team
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Oscar Restrepo’s obsession with poetry has brought
him no glory. Aging and erratic, he has succumbed to
the cliché of the poet in the shadows. Meeting Yurlady,
a teenage girl from humble roots, and helping her
cultivate her talent brings some light to his days.

But dragging her into the world of poets may not be
the way.
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2025 / 2h02 / Colombia, Germany, Sweden

In Spanish with English subtitles

Official Colombian Entry for Best International Feature Film -
Academy Awards 2026 / Un Certain Regard, Jury Prize - Festival de
Cannes 2025 / Horizontes Latinos, Horizontes Award - San Sebastian
International Film Festival 2025 / Feature Narrative Competition,
Golden Star - El Gouna Film Festival 2025

After a Palestinian teen gets swept up into a West Bank
protest, his mother recounts the family story of hope,
courage and relentless struggle that led to this fateful
moment
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With: Saleh Bakri, Cherien Dabis, Adam Bakri, Maria Zreik,
Mohammad Bakri, Mohammad Abd Elrahman

2025 / 2h25 / Germany, Cyprus, Palestine, Jordan, Greece,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia

In Arabic with English subtitles

Jordan’s Official Film Submission for the 2026 Academy Awards
Best Director - Seville European Film Festival 2025



Time goes by and Lebanon continues to sink. Between
past and present, sleep and wakefulness, dreams and
reality, Réda, Adel, and Qassem just wait by the sea—
not for a miracle to come and rescue them, but for the
whole country to be wrecked.
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With: Reda Sheib, Adel Slim, Qassem Abani

2025 / 1h10 / France, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia
In Arabic with English subtitles
« IN THE PRESENCE OF THE DIRECTOR

Zonta Award, Bright Lights Competition - Vision du Reéel 2025
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Twelve-year-old Janna and her grandmother set off
on a life-changing journey across the country to find
Janna’s teenage sister, Sarah, who vanished without a
trace on their way to Hajj.
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With: Lamar Faden, Khairiah Nathmy, Nawaf Al-Dhufairy

2025 / 1h55 / Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Egypt, UK
In Arabic, Urdu, Turkish and English with English subtitles

NETPAC Award - Venice Film Festival 2025
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Two childhood friends from a small village in northern
India chase a police job that promises them the dignity
they’'ve long been denied. But as they inch closer to
their dream, mounting desperation threatens the bond
that holds them together.
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With: Ishaan Khatter, Vishal Jethwa, Janhvi Kapoor

2025 / 2h02 / India

In Hindi with English subtitles

World Premiere in Un Certain Regard - Festival de Cannes 2025

Shortlisted for Oscar for Best International Feature Film - Academy Awards 2026
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© SHUICHI YOSHIDA, ASP

Nagasaki, 1964 — After the death of his father, the
leader of a yakuza gang, 14-year-old Kikuo is taken
under the wing of a famous Kabuki actor. Alongside
Shunsuke, the actor’s only son, he decides to dedicate
himself to this traditional form of theatre. For decades,
the two young men grow and evolve together. One of
them will become the greatest Japanese master of the
art of Kabuki.
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2025 / 2h54 / Japan

In Japanese with English subtitles

Nominated for an Oscar for Best Achievement in Makeup and
Hairstyling - Academy Awards 2026/ 17 Nominations at the Japan
Academy Film Prize 2026 / World Premiere at Directors’ Fortnight -
Festival de Cannes 2025
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You Man-su is a happy man who works as a manager in
a paper factory. He loves his wife, his children, his dogs,
and his home. When he is fired, his life is turned upside
down. He cannot bear the thought of losing his social
status and the lifestyle that goes with it. To regain his
% lost happiness, he has no choice but to eliminate all his
) competitors.
[0]
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A semi-autobiographical tale set over the course of a
single day in the Nigerian metropolis Lagos during the
1998 Nigerian election crisis. The story follows a father,
estranged from his two young sons, as they travel
through the massive city while political unrest threatens
their journey home.
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With: Sopé Dirisu, Godwin Egbo, Chibuike Marvellous Egbo With: Lee Byung-hun, Son Ye-jin, Park Hee-soon, Lee Sung-min,
2025 / 1h34 / United Kingdom, Nigeria Yeom Hye-ran, Cha Seung-won
In Nigerian Pidgin (Naija), Yoruban and English with English subtitles 2025 / 2h19 / South Korea
Outstanding Debut by a British Writer, Director, or Producer - BAFTA In Korean with English and Arabic subtitles
Awards 2025 / Best Director - British Independent Film Awards 2025 / International People’s Choice Award for Best Film - Toronto
Breakthrough Director, Outstanding Lead Performance - Gotham Awards International Film Festival 2025 / Best Director, Seccio Oficial
2025 / Golden Camera, Special Mention - Festival de Cannes 2025 Fantastic - Sitges - Catalonian International Film Festival 2025
Nominated for Golden Lion - Venice Film Festival 2025
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In October 2009, 68-year-old Javier Chocobar, a
member of the Indigenous Chuchagasta community
in Argentina, tried to defend himself and his people
from being forcibly evicted by a local landowner and
two former police officers. As a result, Chocobar was
shot and killed. In her expansive and enlightening first
feature-length documentary, Lucrecia Martel takes a
sweeping approach to this tragic true story.
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Voice-over: Mariana Carrizo

2025 / 2h02 / Argentina, United States, Mexico, France, Netherlands, Denmark

In Spanish with English subtitles

Winner International Competition, Films After Tomorrow - Locarno Film Festival 2025
Best Film in Official Competition - BFI London Film Festival 2025
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On an empty road in the middle of the night, Shula
stumbles across the body of her uncle. As funeral
proceedings begin around them, she and her cousins
bring to light the buried secrets of their middle-class
Zambian family, in filmmaker Rungano Nyoni's surreal
and vibrant reckoning with the lies we tell ourselves.

a1 g0g lgacdin le g’ fei Julll cniio 6 Jlb Guh 4
agililel digarall il yc lgiogac clilg Lo ST Sjliall awlpo
UJLlJH.uJI alell 13> Jglits . hwgll asihll Jl draiiall duoljll
Lwail lgr gaAi il cualsill” igui gilaigy” daprall shally yAulill

With: Susan Chardy, Elizabeth Chisela, Henry B.J. Phiri

2024 / 1h39 / Zambia, United Kingdom, Ireland

In Bemba and English with English subtitles

Best Director (Ex-aequo, Un Certain Regard - Festival de Cannes
2024 / Best Director, Breakthrough Performance - British
Independent Film Awards 2024



© QUIM VIVES

A father and son arrive at a rave deep in the mountains
of southern Morocco, searching for their daughter

and sister who vanished months ago at one of these
endless parties. Surrounded by electronic music and a
raw sense of freedom, they push through and follow a
group of ravers heading to one last party in the desert.
As they venture deeper into the burning wilderness, the
journey forces them to confront their own limits.
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With: Sergi Lopez, Bruno Nuriez Arjona, Richard Bellamy, Stefania Gadda,
Joshua Liam Henderson, Tonin Janvier, Jade Oukid

2025 / 1h55 / Spain, France

In Spanish and French with Arabic and English subtitles

« IN THE PRESENCE OF THE DIRECTOR

Nominated for an Oscar for Best International Feature film and Best Sound,
Academy Awards 2026 / Jury Prize, ex aequo - Festival de Cannes 2025
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In the 1990s, while people throughout Iraqg struggle to
survive the war and food shortages, Saddam Hussein
requires that each school in the country prepare a
cake to celebrate his birthday. Despite her efforts to
avoid being chosen for the task, nine-year-old Lamia is
picked from among her classmates. Now, she must use
her wits and imagination to gather ingredients for the
mandatory cake—or face the consequences.
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With: Banin Ahmad Nayef, Sajad Mohamad Qasem,

Waheed Thabet Khreibat, Rahim AlHaj

2025 / 1h45 / Iraq, United States, Qatar

In Arabic with English subtitles

Camera d'Or, Director’s Fortnight Audience Award - Festival de
Cannes 2025 / Shortlisted for Oscar for Best International Feature
Film - Academy Awards 2026
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Mahnaz, a 40-year-old widowed nurse, struggles with
her rebellious son, Aliyar, who has been suspended
from school. Family tensions reach a peak during the
betrothal ceremony with her new boyfriend Hamid, and
a tragic accident occurs. In the aftermath, Mahnaz will
be forced to confront betrayal and loss, and to embark
on a quest for justice.
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With: Parinaz Izadyar, Payman Maadi, Soha Niasti

2025 / 2h11 / Iran, France
In Persian with Arabic and English subtitles

Nominated for Palme d'Or - Festival de Cannes 2025

2

A poverty-stricken farmer, escaping his barren village,
is drafted into the French army during WWII. Later, he
passionately joins the fight for his country’s liberation
from French colonialism.
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With: Yorgo Voyagis, Mohammed Lakhdar-Hamina, Leila Shenna,
Cheikh Nourredine, Larbi Zekkal, Sid Ali Kouiret, Nadia Talbi,

Taha ElI Amiri, Abdelhalim Rais, Brahim Hadjadj, Hassan El Hassani
1975 / 1h29 / Algeria

In Arabic and French with English subtitles

Palme d'Or - Festival de Cannes 1975



In his new residence, Said Effendi faces social
challenges with his neighbor, Abdullah the cobbler.
Conflicts arise between their children, leading to
escalating tensions between the families in this
modest neighborhood of Baghdad in the 1950s. As
the problems intensify, Said Effendi himself faces a
difficult challenge: achieving balance between raising
his children and maintaining good relations with his
neighbors and not resorting to violence.
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With: Youssef Al-Ani, Zainab Hosni, Abdel-Wahid Taha,

Jaafar Al-Saadi

1956 / 1h29 / Tiraq

In Arabic with English subtitles

¢ IN THE PRESENCE OF FILM ARCHIVIST AYMAN NAHLE

Cannes Classics 2025

Nominated for Grand Prix - Moscow International Film Festival 1959
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Songs of Earth and Sea brings together four films that
reflect on the landscapes we inhabit and the fragile
relationships we build with them. Together, these

films invite us to reconsider the spaces we call home.
Moving across borders, coastlines, and neglected urban
edges, they reveal how landscapes carry the traces of
those who inhabit and traverse them. This program is
an invitation to listen to the murmurs of the land, the
rhythms of the water, and the many voices that shape
the spaces we live in.

Together, these films invite us to reconsider the spaces
we call home. Moving across borders, coastlines, and
neglected urban edges, they reveal how landscapes
carry traces of those who inhabit and traverse them.
Songs of Earth and Sea becomes an invitation to listen
to the murmurs of the land, the rhythms of the water,
and the many voices that shape the spaces we live in.

Sl gslalll sa Jolii adlal daeyi “ullg uaylll 631961 2olip gony
alalll 03w ligeai lgeo lguiui Lill angll aladellg lga yiuei

0Ap uisig lihg lgrau Lill lalwall a gaill 8ale] Jll dosinoe
alagall asinall wlihillg Jalgudlg agaall e Jaiii g oLlalll
aolipl Iaw gigigaug lgigisuy cuall elilgl T oAyl Joai wais
dlginlllg clall alcléilg .oyl alwem | glaiwlll 6gcy g

lgra yivei il (Sledll Jsuid il 6xaeiall

Gl abbluall sa paill éale] | dosine pllalll 0am ligeai
Gljhillg Jalgullg agaall pe Jaiill Jua aa lihg lgrawi
lgigiSuuy po LT Ayl Joni s aulalll 03 @St . garoll dlagall
gloiwill 6gea « jaullg yaylll 6aggiv qolip auay 13Sg lgigigaug
Jsuii Lill éxaeiall clgnilg clall alelalg ooyl cluwe |
lgia piuei il gslall

Syge=ll aiipoll awiiigall
Al ion




In Antépénultiéme (Daoura) (2015, 14’) by Alain
Kantarjian, the camera observes the overlooked harbor
of Dora near Beirut, where fishers, migrant workers,
refugees, and elderly residents form a transient
community on the city’s margins. As urban development
encroaches, the film captures both the precarity and
resilience of lives sustained in a space on the brink of
erasure.
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Red In Tooth (2021, 271') by Dala Nasser follows a dog
wandering along the Blue Line in southern Lebanon,
turning a militarized border into an ecological fable.
Through the animal's movement, the film reframes
territory beyond human politics, while traces of division
and control remain ever-present.
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In The Street of Death and Other Stories (2017, 23’),
Karam Ghossein portrays a suburb near Beirut’s airport
where highways, aircraft, and histories of violence
shape everyday life. The film evokes a landscape where
danger, memory, and survival are inseparable from the
terrain.
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Finally, How Beautiful is the Sea (2003, 11°) by Sabine El
Chamaa unfolds in a post-nuclear setting, following a
solitary figure moving through a deserted city toward
the shoreline. There, an encounter between two

suited survivors transforms the sea into a space of
reflection, where catastrophe and the faint possibility of
connection coexist.
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Songs of Earth and Sea is curated by Ameen Abo
Kaseem, Angelo Abou Hanna, Nour Dimashkieh, Mariane
Fayad, Riwa Haidar, Rita-Maria Habib, Miled Antoine

Morkos, Keenan Pitzini, Yara Zbib. 'Y'
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In the framework of the “Film Programming” course
given by Nour Ouayda in winter 2026 at IESAV-USJ,
Beirut.
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Université Saint-Joseph de Beyrouth st etudes scériues audoisetes

TICKETS: ANTOINE TICKETING
WWW.ANTOINETICKETING.COM

PRICE: 600,000 LBP
SCREENING AT ARAB IMAGE
FOUNDATION FREE OF CHARGE

STUDENT PRICE AVAILABLE
AT THE CINEMA
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METROPOLIS
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