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When a film festival takes place under the shadow
of an ongoing war, an unspoken expectation arises
that the screen should reflect nothing but this
violence, or that the festival's programming should
be reduced to an emergency reaction to the crisis.
Naturally, many of the films submitted to us this
year address this war. However, reducing the 21¢t
edition of Ecrans du Reel solely to what is being
inflicted upon us is an oversight of the breadth of
our experiences and the multi-layered nature of our
reality.

Our reality is deeper and far more complex than to
be summarized by a single major event, no matter
how brutal. In parallel with the war, there is a life
that insists on flowing in manifold ways: people who
continue to work, love, archive, disagree, and search
for meaning through details that may not be directly
linked to the war, yet actively resist its reality.

This year's selection reflects these complexities.
The films in this edition span geographies, histories,
and artistic forms from across the world; some
confront war directly, while others deliberately

turn toward other spaces, insisting on our right to
document life in all its intricate, multidimensional
fullness.

We do not choose these films to offer an easy
escape, nor to fulfill a single, expected political
narrative. We gather at Metropolis Cinema because
cinema, in the multiplicity of its forms, gives us

the space to hold all these contradictory truths
together reminding us that we are not merely
passive subjects of what is imposed upon us.
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1949. George Orwell finishes what will be his

final but most important novel, 1984. Orwell:
2+2=5 delves deep into Orwell’s final months and
visionary works to explore the roots of the vital
and troubling concepts he revealed to the world in
his dystopian masterpiece: Doublethink, Thought-
crime, Newspeak, and the omnipresent specter of
Big Brother—disturbing socio-political truths that
resonate all the more powerfully today.
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Raoul Peck
2025 / 1h59 / USA, France / In English with Arabic subtitles

Nominated for L'Oeil d'or - Festival de Cannes 2025 / Bronze Star,
Feature Documentary Competition - El Gouna Film Festival 2025

A personal journey of a director, Zahraa, as she
confronts a shared past with her aunt Hayat, a
Baghdad midwife. They witnessed the disap-
pearance of Zahraa's childhood friend, Nour.

The search for Nour her to uncover dark secrets
concerning families abandoning their daughters.
A chance encounter with some survivors offers a
glimmer of hope that Nour may still be alive.
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Zahraa Ghandour

2025 / 1h25 / Iraq, France / In Arabic with English subtitles
World Premiere at Toronto International Film Festival 2025
Special Mention, Students Jury Prize - Docudays UA International
Documentary Human Rights Film Festival 2026

* In the presence of the director



An impressionistic portrait of life in an Armenian
village in southern Georgia, this intimate film
follows three friends on the cusp of adulthood,
caught between tradition and the desire to forge
their own path.
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Marlene Edoyan

2026 / 1h35 / Canada / In Armenian, Georgian with French subtitles
Official Selection - Visions du Réel 2026 / Jury Prize Région de Nyon,
International Feature Film Competition - Visions du Réel 2026 / Official
Selection - Hotdocs 2026

From besieged Aleppo to the confines of a
London newsroom, Lebanese journalist Janay
Boulos and Syrian activist /cameraman Abd
Alkader Habak retrace their love story, using their
vast personal archives stretching over 13 years of
revolutions, war and exile. Can their love survive
distance, danger, and differences?
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Janay Boulos & Abd Alkader Habak

2026 / 1h25 / UK, Syria, Lebanon / In Arabic, English with
English subtitles / World Cinema Documentary Special Jury
Award - Sundance Film Festival 2026 / 4 Awards at Thessaloniki
International Documentary Festival 2026 / Audience Award -
Visions du réel 2026

* In the presence of the directors
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A daughter unravels the disappearance of her
father, the peaceful opposition leader to Qaddafi,
and pieces together her mother’s 19-year search
to find him. Without any memory of her father, she
tries to reconnect with him and reconcile with her
Libyan identity.
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Jihan

2025/ 1h28 / USA, Libya / In English, Arabic, French with English subtitles
Jury Prize (ex aequo) - Marrakech International Film Festival 2025

Best Documentary - Doha Film Festival 2025 / Prix du public - Cinemamed
Brussels Mediterranean Film Festival 2025

In the heart of the Congo rainforest, the remains
of a research centre dedicated to tropical agricul-
ture reveal the burden of the colonial past and its
inextricable links to contemporary climate change.
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Sammy Baloji

2025 / 1h29 / Belgium, DRCongo / In French, Dutch with English
subtitles / Special Jury Award, Tiger competition - International
Film Festival Rotterdam 2025 / Best Film Award, Testimonies
section - Ji.hlava 2025



The Dome Sessions is a sonic documentary set
in Oscar Niemeyer’s unfinished 1962 concrete
dome in Tripoli, Lebanon. A “failed utopia” frozen
by civil war, the ruins act as an instrument with a
haunting 23-second echo. Through experimental
performances by Lebanese artists, the film
explores architecture as a living archive, mirroring
a nation grappling with its own decay.
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GIall yulya
Firas El Hallak

2025 / 1h / Lebanon / In Arabic with English subtitles
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© Ciconia Film, Jean Dakar

Nikola, a farmer grappling with the harsh realities
of new government policies, finds himself unable
to sell his land or crops. When his family leaves in
search of a better life abroad, Nikola takes a job
as a landfill attendant, where he encounters the
injured white stork Silyan. As he nurses the bird
back to health, an unlikely bond forms between
man and animal. The result is a deeply moving
film that touches on climate change, economic
migration, resilience and the quiet power of
connection.
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Tamara Kotevska

2026 / 1h20 / North Macedonia, USA / In Macedonian, English
with English subtitles / Best Feature Documentary, Best
Cinematography - International Documentary Association 2025
Cinema & Arts Award - Venice Film Festival 2025



Irish Director, Sean Murray investigates Israel’s
brutal ethnic cleansing of Lebanon and the
ongoing targeted killings of journalists. While also
detailing the wider policy of ‘Journacide’ in Gaza,
Murray reflects on his own childhood in Belfast
and the importance of storytelling as a weapon of
resistance.
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Shigo yg
Sean Murray

2026/ 1h11 / Lebanon, Ireland / In Arabic with English subtitles
Best Cinematography - Docs Ireland Film Festival (Belfast) 2026

* In the presence of the director
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An intimate chronicle of the war that devastated
South Lebanon, leaving behind scorched land and
a wounded community struggling to rebuild and
find a semblance of peace.
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Juola gulic
Abbas Fahdel

2025 / 2h / Lebanon / In Arabic with English subtitles
Pardo for Best Direction, International Competition -
Locarno Film Festival 2025

*In the presence of the producer



A fragmented diary of war and love, sliding in
time and space, between life and death, through
quantum realms and dreams, narrated through
impulsive / compulsive captures of images,
sounds, news, improvised music and play with the
elements of life in search for meaning in nature,
and hope in humanity.
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May Kassem

2025 / 1h23 / Lebanon / In Arabic with English subtitles

* In the presence of the director
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After surviving arbitrary detention and torture for
her political activism in 1970’s Morocco, Fatna El
Bouih continues to pursue relentlessly today, her
dream for change. The film is a sensitive journey
blending past and present, revealing what it takes
to remain a woman activist today.
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Héléne Harder

2025 / 1h33 / Morocco, France, Belgium / In Darija, French, Arabic
with English subtitles / Marrakech International Film Festival 2025

* In the presence of the director and Fatna El Bouih



When Siham passed away, Namir couldn’t
understand that she was gone forever. To him,

a mother is immortal. So, he began investigating
his family’s history, between Egypt and France.
Mirroring the cinema of Youssef Chahine, a story
of exile unfolds. One full of love, too. Alive, forever.
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Namir Abdel Messeeh

2025 / 1h16 / France, Egypt / In Arabic with English subtitles
Nominated for L'Oeil dor - Festival de Cannes 2025

Silver Star, Feature Documentary Competition and Golden Star
for Best Arab Documentary Film - El Gouna Film Festival 2025

* In the presence of the director
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The film revisits Egypt through someone who has
never visited it, juxtaposing Cairo’s zabbdlin, who
sort the city’'s material remains, with Egyptologists,
who sort its past. Centered on the Grand

Egyptian Museum, it asks what kind of attention
can reanimate the discarded rather than merely
preserve or reuse it.
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Jalal Toufic

2026 / 30min / Lebanon / In English, Spanish with English subtitles

* In the presence of the director



This is the sick place;

Amid Sinai’s biblical land, a traveler with a strange
ailment encounters a series of sacred and profane
apparitions. While meeting spirits, police officers,
and tribal sages, he discovers a spiritual mountain-
ous desert threatened by touristic modernization
projects.
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Maxime Hourani

2026 / 45min / Lebanon, Sweden / In Arabic with English subtitles

* In the presence of the director
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SHORT FILM

After witnessing Israel's 2024 onslaught from
abroad, a filmmaker returns to her village in South
Lebanon, where conversations with her family
bring their losses to the surface. Through the ritual
of a card game and family gatherings, the film re-
flects on the war’s threat to memory and tradition.
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Joude Bazzoun

2025 / 23min / Lebanon, UK / In Arabic with English subtitles
Blackstar Film Festival 2026

* In the presence of the director
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My uncle Mounir, a man in his seventies, has

spent the last two decades writing a book he
believes will overthrow the global and capitalist
systems. Despite his surroundings’ skepticism and
Lebanon’s political changes, he persists. Through
his story, the book emerges as his way of resisting
helplessness.

Sy opac (o gurac Al pAel e J3) o oo

Sllawil alhillg allell alAill héww ail aéie) Llis

digeillg dhine dleniwl Jh A oalaich ¢ludiy

aulis galgs . wagel gl Jghalglid a dpwlpwll
algaitiuwl 6Lwlog ojlpwl J'LLO g UJSJLUJ.I Spaiwall

Al Gl Qlistl G aulgill o aail m.lmﬂlupdlugml

jaell 0jgeud doglaal a_o.ub

el gl
Razan Aridi

2026 / 23min / Lebanon / In Arabic with English subtitles

* In the presence of the director

SHORT FILM
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SHORT FILM

Across Beirut and Southern Lebanon, a young film-
maker traces war’s impact on places and memory,
reflecting on recurring cycles of violence and what
remains when destruction becomes everyday life.
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Anis Nassereddine

2026 / 15min / Lebanon, UK / In Arabic with English subtitles

* In the presence of the director and Fatna El Bouih



Following a 2026 ceasefire, Mohammad stays in
Beirut for work and study while his family moves
to Baalbek to escape ongoing danger in the
southern suburbs. Living alone in an altered city,
he confronts isolation and fear, questioning his
Shia identity and what home means in a fractured
nation.
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Mohammad Taleb

2026 / 17min / Lebanon / In Arabic with English subtitles

* In the presence of the director

SHORT FILM
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SHORT FILM

Rayan meets Abbas, Abdullah, and Ali at the
Martyrs’ Cemetery in Aainata, where they search
through what remains after its destruction

by the Israeli military during the 2024 war. As
they explore, they share personal stories of the
cemetery, their connection to it, and their memory
with those buried there.
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Rayan Bassam

2026 / 10min / Lebanon / In Arabic with English subtitles

* In the presence of the director and Fatna El Bouih



06 or

SHORT FILM
SHORT FILM

Guided by her mother’s voice recording and What do reveal the eyes of my people?

old photographs, Zainab pieces together a Which stories these gazes tell?

young woman's story near death—restoring How many dreams reflect still in their light?
intergenerational memory while asking what How big a sacrifice they endure?

survives of home when all else is lost.
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Zainab Saad Wassim Tanios

2026 / 8min / Lebanon / In Arabic with English subtitles 2026 / 4min / Lebanon / In Arabic with English subtitles

* In the presence of the director * In the presence of the director



A woman tours the houseplants left in her care
in the wake of displacement. As memory drifts
to chart the quiet labor of survival, these plants
become proxies for the absent, a rift emerging
between those who remain to endure violence,
and those who left to decode death from afar.
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Carla Aouad

2026 / 17min / Lebanon, France / In Arabic with English subtitles

SHORT FILM
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SHORT FILM

| watch Mount Hermon from my village in South
Lebanon, where life has been shaped by its
presence. Israel has occupied it now. How can WE
contribute to its liberation?
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Ashraf Mtaweh

2026 / 16min / Lebanon / In Arabic with English subtitles

* In the presence of the director



In the shadows of a forgotten mall, three strangers
are invited to a photography studio, where a
confrontation with buried memories leads them

to untangle the threads of their past and reclaim
what was lost.
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Ahmad Naboulsi

2025 / 25min / Lebanon / In Arabic with English subtitles
Oak CIiff Film Festival 2025

* In the presence of the director

SHORT FILM
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SHORT FILM

Village Off-Frame is an essay film built around
photographs taken by the artist in his village in
South Lebanon between 2008 and 2018. Now
living in a village in France and unable to return,

he revisits the archive, questioning its imperfect
photographs and exploring a new relation between
image, memory and the real.
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Hassane Chami

2026 / 20min / Lebanon, France / In Arabic with English subtitles

*In the presence of the director



Following Lebanon's 2019 economic collapse, the
filmmaker tries to make sense of a life enmeshed
in crisis. She witnesses, through fragments

and unplanned encounters, how family, friends,
strangers, and she herself have come to navigate
the eerily mundane nature of this seismic event:
the end of their world.
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2024 /19min / Lebanon, Germany / In Arabic with English subtitles
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Filmmaker Davina Maria and illustrator Dominique
Goblet share a fascination for the beach in
Ostend. Made up of photographs and illustrations,
the film subtly interweaves their respective artistic
practices. With a delicate and melancholic tone,
“Souvenirs d'une journée parfaite” celebrates
friendship, memory and the fleeting nature of
shared moments.
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2024 /17min / Belgium, Lebanon, Hungary, Portugal
In French with English subtitles



Following a plane crash that took the life of her
cousin, the filmmaker undertakes a personal
odyssey in search of closure. With impressionist
visuals portraying nature’s cycles, the tragedy is
revisited through the mourning mother who takes
us through her stages of grief.
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2025 / 16min / Lebanon / In Arabic with English subtitles
Bronze Tanit, Short Film Competition - Carthage Film Festival 2025
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I see the same passion with the people around me

“What does it mean to make music in a country
where the future is uncertain?” For a Future that
May or May Never Be explores Lebanon’'s music
scene through artists creating amid crisis, moving
across generations shaped by the post-war era,
2019 revolution, Beirut port explosion, and recent
wars.
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2025 / 24min / Lebanon / In Arabic with English subtitles



During the war in Lebanon, an ambulance
responder carries a camera alongside his medical
equipment. But when the call comes, he must put
the camera down and become a rescuer. Through
his footage and the moments he could not film,
the documentary explores the conflict between
witnessing, documenting, and saving lives.
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Mohammad Nassar

2026 / 21min / Lebanon / In Arabic with English subtitles

* In the presence of the director

SHORT FILM
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37

SHORT FILM

In December 2025, the Lebanese Parliament
approved a $257.8 million loan to solve a water
crisis its previous $370 million loan never fixed.
The source is polluted and climate-stressed. The
to-do list looks familiar. The film asks the question
the loan does not answer: where will the water

come from?
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Panel discussion following
Capital of Thirst

The screening will be followed by a discussion on
Lebanon’'s deepening water crisis, the impact of
war on its already fragile water infrastructure, and
the challenges of ensuring safe and reliable access
to water. The panel will also explore questions of
infrastructure, accountability and the future of the
country’s water sector.
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